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COVID-19 Update

Having trouble viewing this email? View as Webpage

January 6, 2022

Dear Colleagues:

In order to provide updates on the evolving response and best prac�ces related to the COVID-19
pandemic, AHP will be delivering brief, cri�cal updates on an ongoing basis addressing important
highlights and frequently asked ques�ons.

Rapidly Evolving Changes to School-Related COVID-19 Guidelines and Protocols
Based on the update (link to document) sent from Dr. Mendoza and the Monroe County
Department of Public Health last evening, we have confirmed the following key points or
clarifica�on:

1. Narrowed pool for Test to Stay (TTS): TTS only applies to asymptoma�c, unvaccinated
students exposed to an infec�ous individual while IN SCHOOL. Those exposed outside of
school are not eligible.

2. The isola�on and quaran�ne period for students is now reduced from 10 days to 5 days.
3. An�gen Tests permi�ed for all return to school purposes. While the PCR requirement has

been li�ed from the county guidance for return to school, we con�nue to advise in cases
where clinicians have a high index of suspicion for COVID-19 infec�on, PCR tes�ng remains
a strong recommenda�on. Addi�onally, the language around permi�ed an�gen tests
specifies a “laboratory-confirmed Rapid An�gen Test” for return-to-school purposes. This
category includes an�gen tests performed where there is a limited service lab license in
place or a full-fledged lab and so applies to tests conducted at prac�ce se�ngs, schools,
test centers and laboratories.

4. Home tests, while allowed to stand for repor�ng if they are posi�ve, are s�ll NOT allowable
for a return to school. In other words, a nega�ve home test in a symptoma�c student,
regardless of vaccina�on status must be backed up by a laboratory-confirmed test
(PCR/NAAT or an�gen) as defined above.

5. Further school guidance changes are an�cipated from the CDC and NYS over the upcoming
days, therefore no new algorithms have been released. However, the rules summarized
here are the current guidance changes and supersede the most recent county algorithms
released in December.

As other changes are adopted and updated algorithms are produced, we will share that
informa�on via COVID update email.

Tes�ng Site Informa�on
As discussed on the January 5th call, we have been made aware of a few new tes�ng loca�ons in
Rochester:

Center for COVID Control
1761 Mt. Hope Ave
Walk-in PCR and rapid an�gen tests available with no out-of-pocket costs
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PCR test results are available within 24-48 hours
Rapid an�gen results are provided verbally within 15 minutes and confirmed via email
within three hours
More info here

Carlson Metrocenter YMCA
444 E. Main St
Walk-in rapid an�gen tests with no out-of-pocket costs; appointments also available
More info and scheduling here

Rapid an�gen tes�ng is also available at many Monroe County sites. Appointments are
recommended, but walk-ins are accommodated as much as possible. For site schedules and
loca�ons, click here.

Medicaid Tes�ng Reimbursement Update
Many providers brought to our a�en�on that CPT code 87637 was not being reimbursed by
Medicaid. We are happy to report that the code has now been added to the Medicaid fee
schedule, so providers can be reimbursed effec�ve retroac�vely December 1, 2021 for use of the
Cepheid quad test for Medicaid beneficiaries. For the updated, comprehensive Medicaid Billing
Guidance for COVID-19 tes�ng, specimen collec�on and monoclonal an�body infusions, click
here. 

Medicaid COVID-19 Vaccine Counseling Coverage
For dates of service star�ng December 1, 2021, New York State Medicaid fee-for-service and
Managed Medicaid plans will provide reimbursement for COVID-19 vaccina�on counseling to
encourage the administra�on of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Reimbursement for vaccina�on counseling is limited to unvaccinated individuals who have not
received an ini�al/first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine and do not have an appointment to receive
an ini�al/first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, but who are eligible to receive the COVID-19
vaccina�on. For more informa�on including coding, reimbursement and documenta�on
requirements, click here.

Next COVID Response Call: Wednesday, January 12th
Due to the region’s increased caseload and posi�vity rate, as well as the impact of the omicron
variant, AHP's COVID-19 response calls will now be held on a weekly basis at 12:15 pm every
Wednesday. Our next COVID-19 Response teleconference will be held at 12:15 pm, Wednesday,
January 12th. Please dial-in to 1 669 900 6833 and enter Mee�ng ID: 989 6918
4459 or click h�ps://urmc.zoom.us/j/98969184459.

Missed any COVID update calls? AHP's YouTube channel includes recordings of COVID calls back to
August 2020. Click here to view our channel, and never miss another call!

We con�nue to partner with Dr. Mendoza and County Health Department officials on
preparedness and response protocols and will convey informa�on as it becomes available.

Thank you for your con�nued collabora�on in this important public health endeavor.

All the best,

https://www.centerforcovidcontrol.org/locations
https://www.gogettested.com/
https://www.monroecounty.gov/health-covid-19-testing
https://ahpnetwork.com/nys-medicaid-billing-guidance-for-covid-19-testing-specimen-collection-and-monoclonal-antibody-infusions/
https://www.health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/program/update/2021/no13_2021-11.htm#vaccine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6DHuwMG2joy9L-FbnFxPgA
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Practice Resources on ahpnetwork.com

Daily Updates Archive

Clinical Resources Archive

Behavioral Health Archive

Pediatric Resources Archive

COVID Pharmacy Archive

Patient Resources Archive

Business Resources Archive

Payer Informa�on Archive

Telemedicine Resources Archive

Back to School Archive

COVID-19 Resource Links

Golisano Children's Hospital Coronavirus Informa�on for Families

Project Teach: Seven Ways to Support Kids and Teens Through the Coronavirus Pandemic, in English
and Spanish

American Academy of Pediatrics COVID-19 Site

Monroe County Health Department

CDC Coronavirus Site

New York Department of Health Coronavirus site

COVID-19 Online Databases

Greater Rochester Area COVID-19 Tracker
Monroe County COVID-19 Dashboard
NYSDOH COVID-19 Tracker
NYS Nursing Home Fatali�es
CDC Coronavirus Interac�ve
Johns Hopkins COVID-19 Dashboard
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https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/covid-pediatrics/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/pharmacy/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/patient-resources/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/business-resources/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/payer-information/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/telemedicine-resources/
https://ahpnetwork.com/category/news/covid-19/covid-pediatrics/covid-return-to-school/
https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/childrens-hospital/coronavirus-information-for-families.aspx
https://www.mghclaycenter.org/hot-topics/7-ways-to-support-kids-and-teens-through-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.mghclaycenter.org/hot-topics/7-maneras-de-apoyar-a-ninos-y-adolescentes-durante-la-pandemia-del-coronavirus/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/
https://www2.monroecounty.gov/health-coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/
https://chet-rochester.shinyapps.io/covid-19-dashboard/
http://dashboard.monroecounty.gov/
https://www.ny.gov/covid-19tracker
https://www.health.ny.gov/statistics/diseases/covid-19/fatalities_nursing_home_acf.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus-interactive/index.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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